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Our language about divinity is first of all male language; it is selective
and partial. The God who supposedly transcends sexuality, who is
presumably one and whole, comes to us through language that is
incomplete and narrow. The images we use to describe God, the
qualities we attribute to God, draw on male pronouns and experience
and convey a sense of power and authority that is clearly male. ...

This male imagery is comforting and familiar — comforting because
familiar — but it is an integral part of a system that consigns women to
the margins. ...

[T]f God is male, and we are in God’s image, how can maleness not be
the norm of Jewish humanity? If maleness is normative, how can
women not be Other? And if women are Other, how can we not speak
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of God in a language of Otherness and dominance, a language drawn
from male experience?®
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We are being invited by Jewish men to re-covenant, to forge a covenant
which will address the inequalities of women’s position in Judaism, but
we ask ourselves, “Have we ever had a covenant in the first place? Are
women Jews?”"*
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