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* By GREER FAY CASHMAN

B EDUCATION INFLUENCES atti-
tudes. What we are taught in our

childhood and our youth often stays
with us and shapes our characters

and our attitudes to our environ-

ment and to social issues. In this
spirit, Bag Ilan University held a

solidarity conference in response to

recent activities aimed at eliminat-
ing violence against women. The
conference was attended by approx-
imately 400 students and faculty
members.

“As an academic institution that
conducts research and greatly
impacts upon Israeli society, we can-
not stand aside,” said event moder-
ator Prof. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari,

director of the Rackman Center for
the Advancement of the Status of
Women in the Faculty of Law and

vice chair of the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women.

Halperin-Kaddari congratulated the
university administration for rising
to the occasion and paving a path for

others to follow.
University rector Prof. Miriam

Faust said, “As faculty members and
students in a university that invests

considerable resources in research
and teaching to promote Israeli soci-

ety, we demand that the problem
of violence against women in our
society be addressed immediately
and comprehensively. In the Jewish
tradition, it is customary to halt the
course of daily life and gather togeth-
er to protest social injustices. We are
joining this tradition by gathering to
express our shock at the increasing
violence toward women in our soci-
ety, which is testimony to the level of
violence in society as a whole. Some
24 women were murdered this year
and many more suffer from violence
of varying degrees. This is a situation
that does not allow us to step aside.”

Additional speakers included uni-
versity director general Zohar Yinon,
author and journalist Anat Lev-Ad-
ler and Prof. Rivka Tuval-Mashiach,
director of the University’s Gender
Studies Program.

The conference was held in coop-
eration with the Rackman Center,
the Gender Studies Program and the
Student Union.
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